
HHS PTSA Parent Meeting Minutes, June 3, 2019 

Vaping, drugs and alcohol/Discipline: 

Lou discussed at length how HHS is addressing vaping: 

Administrators are constantly monitoring the high school bathrooms for vaping. There are 

cameras outside bathrooms that show when groups of kids go in together. It's mostly 9th and 10th 

graders who are vaping, and HHS students are not using middle school bathrooms, Lou said. 

HHS has held several programs to educate kids about vaping risks. 

Penalties:  

• For the first offense, the student gets an in-school suspension. For the second, out-of-school 

suspension. When a student is caught vaping, the parents are called. The suspension cannot go 

into effect until the parent is notified, since parents have the option to appeal the suspension. 

• Students must be caught actively vaping or in possession of a vape pen to get suspended. 

• Lou plans to require suspended students to take and pass a six-hour online course on vaping.  

• There have been 7-8 in-school suspensions for vaping, but only one in the last couple of 

months.  

• Use of alcohol or marijuana on school premises results in an out-of-school suspension. 

• Students who are suspended or who go home ill cannot participate in afterschool activities. 

• A chart outlining the HHS discipline code is in the Student Handbook.  

https://www.hohschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913703/Centricity/Domain/10/2018%20Custom%20B

ook%205.5x8.5.pdf 

College Process and Admissions/Jeanette Kocur: 

Ms. Kocur, head of guidance, offered the following data: 

• Of the graduating class, 88% plan to enroll in 4-year schools, 6% in 2-year schools, and 6% are 

planning to pursue a job, vocational training or a gap year.  

• About 23% of students applied for early decision, down 7% from last year. Of those who 

applied, 14 were accepted and 14 were denied. 

• Students are attending a wide range of schools all over the country. 

 

https://www.hohschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913703/Centricity/Domain/10/2018%20Custom%20Book%205.5x8.5.pdf
https://www.hohschools.org/cms/lib/NY01913703/Centricity/Domain/10/2018%20Custom%20Book%205.5x8.5.pdf


New Hires: 

Guidance: There were 160 applicants for the position now held by Velva Edwards, who is 

retiring. The applicant pool was winnowed down to 42 who went through an initial screening, 

then nine who met with a committee, then the final four, who had to do a demonstration session 

with students, a writing sample and an interview with the superintendent. The ultimate choice for 

the job: Mr. Joseph Grosso 

Ms. Edwards will write the guidance counselor recommendations for her rising seniors from 

August to October, while Mr. Grosso will handle other guidance matters for the students.  

Music: There were many strong candidates for the music position now held by Mr. Jernigan. 

After a screening process, the three finalists were sent to the superintendent. Mr. Eric Day was 

selected to fill the opening. 

PTSA Tutoring Survey: 

The PTSA reported that about one-quarter of high school parents responded to the survey, and 

parents who haven't done so yet are encouraged to fill it out, even if you have not used any 

tutors. https://goo.gl/forms/RkXYFvoQxJ9DdUsj1 

Of those who responded, a sizable percentage reported using tutors for their kids, especially in 

math and science. The results are still being compiled and analyzed, and will be reviewed by 

school administrators. A summary of the results will be sent out to parents. 

Parent Handbook: 

The PTSA is preparing a handbook aimed especially at parents of incoming 9th graders, but with 

information relevant for all grades. It will cover a wide range of subjects, including academics, 

music, sports, student support services, clubs and social dynamics. It will be posted online and 

emailed to HHS parents, with continuous updating as needed. 

Late Start Update: 

HHS is proceeding with plans to have an 8:45 a.m. start time for the 2019-2020 school term, and 

is still working out the logistics with the middle school, which would also adopt the later start. 

Teachers would be available for extra help from 8:15 to 8:45 and from 3 to 3:15. On average 60-

70 students are late every day with the current start time, Lou reported. 

PTSA Announcements: 

• The PTSA is holding its annual HHS Staff Appreciation Luncheon on Thursday, June 6. 

• Volunteers are needed for PTSA committees, especially to help with new memberships during 

the summer.  

https://goo.gl/forms/RkXYFvoQxJ9DdUsj1


• The PTSA is providing scholarships to three graduating seniors, and another scholarship jointly 

with SEPTA. 

SEPTA Announcements: 

• The SEPTA general meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 19. 

• SEPTA's family carnival on Sunday, June 2, drew a large crowd and was a huge success. The 

dunking tank was especially popular. 

• SEPTA is providing two $3,000 scholarships to graduating seniors. 

 


